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EuroTest study on Park & Ride: European hotchpotch or hotspots?

The concept is simple: drive to the outskirts of a city, leave your car in a car park and transfer to public
transportation into the city centre. Park & Ride (P+R) is a proven practical solution for car drivers. Not
only do they save time and money, Park & Ride schemes also help reduce congestion and pollution in
city centres. Yet like everything else in Europe, Park & Ride schemes vary considerably with regard to
their name, signposting and pricing, and in a number of major cities it is not even offered or there is no
common understanding as to the design of P+R facilities. This is what a new EuroTest reveals in a

study across 22 major European cities.

Under the leadership of the German automobile club ADAC, 18 European automobile clubs, all
members of the Fédération Internationale de I'Automobile (FIA), surveyed Park & Ride facilities
covering two areas: availability, size and characteristics of (P+R) systems, and connectivity to local
transport. Focus was placed on the capacity of P+R facilities, the nation-wide designation, signposting
and pricing for integrated transport. P+R extension plans and facility requirements were also factors

taken into consideration.

The assessment reveals that Copenhagen, Brussels, Madrid, Lisbon and Zagreb have no P+R
systems or the answers were inconsistent. Brussels city and region, for instance, lack the political
commitment to install this type of parking system, whereas in Madrid and Lisbon there is no common

understanding as to the design of Park and Ride facilities.

In the remaining cities considerable variation was found in the capacity of P+R sites. While Ljubljana
currently only operates one site offering 217 parking spaces, motorists in Rome can select one of
about 13 000 parking spaces at 31 sites. Paris plus region ranks first in Europe with fle-de-France
offering a total of 547 sites with over 100 000 parking spaces. Regarding the available number of
parking spaces in relation to the number of city inhabitants, Luxembourg leads the way with nearly 50
parking spaces per 1 000 inhabitants, followed by Geneva with 26 parking spaces. All other cities
range at a much lower level providing between one and six parking spaces per 1 000 inhabitants.
However no less than 80 percent of the surveyed cities want to extend their parking space capacity,

with more than 70 percent planning to construct new sites.

Pricing policy also varies substantially. While P+R sites in Luxembourg and in Berlin, Hamburg and

Cologne are generally free of charge, P+R parking in Geneva, Prague, Stockholm and Vienna is
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subject to payment. In addition to this all-or-none policy, there are a number of cities adopting a mixed
approach: Helsinki, Budapest and Oslo offer more than 75 percent of their parking free of charge,
while in Munich and Rome it is exactly the reverse with motorists being required to pay at over 80

percent of the P+R sites.

Geneva has the highest P+R charges in Europe. In the most expensive facility, the Parc Relais Etoile,
24 hours parking come at a cost equivalent to about €37, plus €2 per person for the ride into the city
centre. Ljubljana is the exception where you pay €1 a day for parking including return bus ticket for the

trip into the city centre.

The study revealed a relation between the pricing policy and type of operator. While privately operated
sites are generally charged, public facilities provide either free or low-cost parking. Often, though not
always, parking gets more expensive the closer the facility is located to the city centre. This is not the

case in Prague and Amsterdam where parking fees are identical all over the city.

Signposting policies were found rather inconsistent. 35 percent of the surveyed cities indicate that they
install P+R signs on the main arterial roads at best, and 20 percent in the immediate vicinity of a P+R
site only. Curiously Rome which offers the highest number of P+R parking spaces (13 000) in the city
area is one of the cities with an aversion to signposting.

National names for P+R sites in Europe also vary: in Finland P+R is called “Liityntdpysakointi”, while in
Sweden and Norway P+R is universally called “Infartsparkering” or “Innfartsparkering”. In France and

Switzerland, you have to look for “Parc Relais”, “Parking Relais” or “Parking d’échange”, while in
southern Italy you should watch out for “parcheggio di scambio” signs. In the Netherlands, the
established name for P+R is “Transferium”. All other surveyed cities, i.e. more than 50%, use “Park
and Ride” or the shorter “P+R” on most signs. This at least is where the need for European

harmonisation is evident.

“The findings reveal the need to implement more Park & Ride schemes across Europe and also to
define clear minimum standards” said Wil Botman, FIA European Bureau. “Park & Ride schemes are
proven, practical alternatives for drivers who would in the past drive their vehicles into the city centres.
With increasing calls to reduce congestion and pollution in our cities, it is imperative that city
administrators, public transport operators and P+R operators work together in the implementation of

such schemes.”
EuroTest partners call for improvements in the areas of:

e P+R capacity and management: not only build more sites but also define European

minimum criteria as opposed to “normal” car parks: At least 40 parking spaces, maximum 300
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metres to a public transport stop. Harmonise naming and signposting to ensure recognition by
non-natives. Define opening hours and maximum parking duration to deter abusive parking.

e Public transport connectivity: Increase local public transport frequency and ensure visible
display of local public transport network and tariff plans as well as car park pricing and usage
regulations in the national language plus English.

e Charging regime: Provide low cost or free P+R facilities to the users of local public transport
only, however cheaper than normal parking spaces. Keep prices stable and define a pricing
policy on the basis of “pay more the nearer you are to the city” to encourage travellers to
switch public transport as far away from the city centre as possible. Offer reduced integrated
tickets for parking and public transport round trip.

o Administration and information: Clearly define coordination strategies and competences for
P+R operators, city administrations and local public transport operators and ensure controlled

management. Offer more information about Park and Ride facilities in each city.

For more information about the EuroTest Park & Ride study visit:
http://www.eurotestmobility.com/eurotest.php?itemno=290

ENDS

Notes to editors

1. The Park & Ride study covered 22 major European cities: Amsterdam, Berlin, Brussels, Budapest,
Cologne, Copenhagen, Geneva, Hamburg, Helsinki, Lisbon, Ljubljana, Luxembourg, Madrid,
Munich, Oslo, Paris, Prague, Rome, Sheffield, Stockholm, Vienna and Zagreb. Initially only the
capital cities of the partner clubs’ countries were selected for the survey to the exception of the UK
and Switzerland. In these two countries Sheffield and Geneva were the cities of choice. The city of
London did not feature in the survey, since P+R schemes exist in the Greater London area only
and not close to the London city centre. In Switzerland, Geneva was selected instead of Bern
because it is the location of international organisations and destination of many commuters from
France. In Germany, three cities were included in the survey in addition to the capital Berlin.

2. Through EuroTest, 18 automobile clubs in 17 countries, members of the FIA, have been putting
the quality and safety of mobility in Europe to the test since 2000 for the benefit of their members
and all mobile consumers in Europe. The EuroTest partners have constantly called for a Europe
where the mobile consumer can circulate freely using quality infrastructure and in safety.

3. In addition to the 18 EuroTest partners, two additional automobile clubs took part in this study:
UAMK (Czech Republic) and MAK (Hungary).

For more information please see press contacts below:

Organisation: FIA European Bureau Country : Belgium

press spokesperson: Wil Botman Tel: +32 228 20 810

website : www.eurotestmobility.com E-mail: info@eurotestmobility.com
Club: The AA Country : The United Kingdom
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press spokesperson: Paul Watters E-mail: paul.watters@theaa.com

Tel: +44 1256 493 491
Tel +44 1256 493 493 (24 hour media line)

website: http://www.theaa.com

CLUB: Automobile Club D'ltalia (ACI) Country: Italy

press spokesperson: Paolo Borgognone E-mail: p.borgognone@aci.it

website: http://www.aci.it Tel: + 39 06 4998 2277 Fax: +39 06 4998 2513
Head of Public Relations: Vincenzo Leanza [Tel: +39 06 4998 2288 Fax: +39 06 4470 0885
Director of Press: Roberto Miceli Tel.: +39 06 4998 2277- 2511- 2512

Fax: +39 06 4998 2513
e-mail: r.miceli@aci.it

Club: ACL Country: Luxembourg
press spokesperson: Dina Freitas E-mail: dfreitas@acl.lu

website: Http://www.acl.lu Tel: +352 45 0045 218

CLUB: ACP Country: Portugal

press spokesperson: Mario Martins da Silva |E-mail: mario.m.silva@acp.pt
website: http://www.acp.pt Tel: +351 21 318 01 31/ Fax: +351 21 318 01 33

CLUB: ADAC Country: Germany

press spokesperson: Katharina Bauer E-mail: katharina.bauer@adac.de

= website: http://www.adac.de
=  http://www.presse.adac.de

Tel.: 0049/ 89/ 7676 - 2412, Fax: 7676 8840

CLUB: AL Country: Finland

press spokesperson: Susanna Suokonautio- [E-mail: susanna.suokonautio-
Hynninen hynninen@autoliitto. fi

Tel: +358 972 58 44 44

Fax: +359 9 72 58 44 60

website: http://www.autoliitto.fi

CLUB: AMZS Country: Slovenia

press spokesperson: France Kmetic E-mail: france.kmetic@amzs.si

Tel: + 386 1 530 5252
Fax: +386 1 530 5413

website: http://www.amzs.si

CLUB: ANWB Country: Netherlands

press spokesperson: Markus van Tol Tel: +31 70 314 6288

website: http://www.anwb.nl E-mail: persdienst@anwb.nl

CLUB: FDM Country: Denmark

press spokesperson: Sgren W. Rasmussen Tel: +45 45 27 07 73 Fax: +45 45 27 09 89
website: http://www.fdm.dk E-mail: swr@fdm.dk

CLUB: FFAC Country: France

press spokesperson: Christian Scholly Tel: +33 3 88 36 0434

website: www.automobileclub.org E-mail: cscholly@automobileclub.org
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CLUB: HAK Country: Croatia
press spokesperson: Darko Brozovic E-mail: arc@hak.hr
website: Http://www.hak.hr Tel: + 385166 11216

E-mail: vojvodic@hak.hr
Head of Public Relations: Alan Vojvodi¢ Tel: + 385166 11 942

Gsm: +386 99 21 18 008
CLUB: M Country: Sweden
press spokesperson: Niklas Fredriksson E-mail: niklas.fredriksson@motormannen.se
website: http://www.motormannen.se Tel: +46 8 690 38 33 Fax: +46 8 690 38 24
CLUB: MAK Country: Hungary
press spokesperson: Kornélia Pulay E-mail: kornelia.pulay@autoklub.hu
website: www.autoklub.hu Tel: +36 1 345 16 80
CLUB: NAF Country: Norway
press spokesperson: Egil Otter E-mail: eqil.otter@naf.no

Mobile Tel: +47 918 08 505

website: http://www.naf.no Office Tel: ++47 22 34 14 00

CLUB: OAMTC Country: Austria

press spokesperson: Willy Matzke E-mail: willy.matzke@oeamtc.at

Tel: +43 171199 1310
Fax: +43 1711 99 1270

Website: Http://www.oeamtc.at

CLUB: RACC Country: Spain

Press Spokesperson: Josep Maria Miret

Communication Manager: Maria Josep E-mail: jm.miret@racc.es
Coral

Tel: + 34 93 495 5029

website: Http://www.racc.es Fax: +34 93 448 2490

CLUB: RACE Country: Spain

press spokesperson: Antonio Lucas E-mail: antonio_lucas@race.es

= website: http://www.race.es/ Tel: + 34 91 594 75 62
= http://www.seguridadvial.org Fax: + 34 91 594 73 19

CLUB: Touring (TCB) Country: Belgium

press spokesperson: Danny Smagghe E-mail: danny.smagghe@touring.be
website: http://www.touring.be Tel: +32 2 233 24 78 / Fax: +32 2 233 25 86
CLUB: TCS Country: Switzerland

press spokesperson: Thierry Pucci E-mail: tpucci@tcs.ch

Tel: 0041 31 380 1141

website: Http://www.tcs.ch fax 0041 31 380 1146

CLUB: UAMK Country: Czech Republic
press spokesperson: Miroslav Firt E-mail: miroslav.fit@uamk.cz
Website: www.uamk.cz Tel: +420 261 104 304
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