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Brussels, 20 August 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Many European motorway rest areas unsuitable for short breaks

The Fédération Internationale de I'Automobile (FIA) Eurocouncil calls upon national road authorities
from all European Member States to set and enforce minimum quality standards for motorway rest
areas with the view of improving road safety. A recent EuroTest investigation, led by the German
automobile club ADAC, reveals an uncomfortable reality on European motorways: of 101 European
motorway rest areas investigated, only 11% could get a rating of “Very Good”.

“The Directive on road infrastructure safety management®, issued last November, represents a
valuable initiative, on the basis of which further action is absolutely required”, says Wil Botman of FIA
European Bureau in Brussels. “The provision of good, sufficient and safe motorway rest areas should
form an integral part of road infrastructure safety management. Relaxation is essential for safety on
long distance trips by users of car or motorcycle.”

With road transportation representing 80% of all types of transportation, it is regretful to see so many
rest areas along the European motorways not being suitable at least for short breaks, not to mention
relaxation. On the contrary, Europe should set an example of good road infrastructure management
for the rest of the world.

The motorway rest area investigation was based on a comprehensive check list composed of 70 test
items broken down into four categories: traffic and parking, outdoor facilities, sanitary facilities and
personal safety.

Almost half of the rest areas inspected could not be used for relaxation due to being too close to the
motorway and lacking any noise protection system. Almost one third of the facilities provided no
sanitary facilities.

Many of the facilities inspected failed to provide designated parking or sanitary facilities for disabled.
When it comes to safety and security, many rest areas were either poorly lit at night or not at all, with
no emergency phones or video surveillance. Other shortcomings included potholes in the road
surface, parking without any road marking, rubbish in the green areas and either no or shabby picnic
tables.

Hardly any country was able to come up with good facilities across the board. Good facilities were
found in Austria and Croatia.

For detailed results of the Motorway Rest Area inspection visit: http://www.eurotestmobility.com

ENDS

Notes to editors on page 2-3
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Notes to editors

1. * reference made to the EU Directive 2008/96/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
issued on 19 November 2008, on road infrastructure safety management.

2. The Motorway Rest Area inspection included 101 motorway rest areas in 16 European countries as
follows: 20 in Germany, 12 in ltaly, 10 in France, 10 in Austria, 8 in Spain, 6 in the Netherlands, 6 in
Switzerland, 5 in Belgium, 4 in Denmark, 4 in Croatia, 4 in Norway, 4 in Sweden, 3 in Hungary, 2 in
Slovenia, 2 in Czech Republic, as well as 1 in Slovakia.

3. The inspection was conducted between 16 April and 10 May 2009 and covered 31,000 kilometres.

For additional information please see press contacts below:

Organisation: FIA European Bureau

press spokesperson: Wil Botman

website : www.eurotestmobility.com

Club: The AA
press spokesperson: Paul Watters

website: http://www.theaa.com

CLUB: Automobile Club D'ltalia (ACI)

press spokesperson: Paolo Borgognone

website: http://www.aci.it
Head of Public Relations: Vincenzo Leanza
Director of Press: Roberto Miceli

Club: ACL

press spokesperson: Dina Freitas
website: Http://www.acl.lu

CLUB: ACP

press spokesperson: Carlos Barbosa
website: http://www.acp.pt

CLUB: ADAC

press spokesperson: Katja Frisch

= website: http://www.adac.de
= http://www.presse.adac.de

CLUB: AL

Country : Belgium

Tel: +32 2 280 0758

E-mail: info@eurotestmobility.com

Country : The United Kingdom

E-mail: paul.watters@theaa.com

Tel: +44 1256 493 491
Tel +44 1256 493 493 (24 hour media line)

Country: Italy

E-mail: p.borgognone@aci.it
Tel: 39 06 4998 2277 Fax: +39 06 4998 2513
Tel: +39 06 4998 2288 Fax: +39 06 4470 0885

Tel.: +39 06 4998 2277/2511/2512
Fax: +39 06 4998 2513 e-mail: r.miceli@aci.it

Country: Luxembourg

E-mail: dfreitas@acl.lu
Tel: +352 45 0045 218

Country: Portugal
E-mail: carlos.barbosa@acp.pt
Tel: +351 21 318 01 30/ Fax: +351 21 318 01 33

Country: Germany

E-mail: Katja.frisch@adac.de

Tel: +49 89 7676 32 66
Fax: +49 89 7676 5140

Country: Finland

press spokesperson: Susanna Suokonautio-Hynninen E-mail: susanna.suokonautio-hynninen@autoliitto.fi

website: http://www.autoliitto.fi

CLUB: AMZS

press spokesperson: France Kmetic
website: http://www.amzs.si

CLUB: ANWB

press spokesperson: Markus van Tol

Tel: +358 9 72 58 44 44
Fax: +359 9 72 58 44 60

Country: Slovenia

E-mail: france.kmetic@amzs.si

Tel: + 386 1 530 5252 Fax: +386 1 530 5413
Country: Netherlands

Tel: +31 70 314 6288
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website: http://www.anwb.nl
CLUB: FFAC

press spokesperson: Christian Scholly
website: www.automobileclub.org
CLUB: FIB

press spokesperson: Olafur Gudmundsson
website:

CLUB: HAK

press spokesperson: Darko Brozovic
website: Http://www.hak.hr

Head of Public Relations: Alan Vojvodi¢

CLUB: M

press spokesperson: Niklas Fredriksson
website: http://www.motormannen.se
CLUB: NAF

press spokesperson: Egil Otter
website: http://www.naf.no

CLUB: OAMTC

press spokesperson: Willy Matzke
Website: Http://www.oceamtc.at
CLUB: RACC

Press Spokesperson: Josep Maria Miret
Communication Manager: Maria Josep Coral

website: Http://www.racc.es

CLUB: RACE

press spokesperson: Antonio Lucas

=  website: http://www.race.es/
=  http://www.seguridadvial.org

CLUB: Touring (TCB)

press spokesperson: Danny Smagghe

website: http://www.touring.be

CLUB: TCS

press spokesperson: Jean-Marc Thevenaz

website: Http://www.tcs.ch

E-mail: persdienst@anwb.nl

Country: France
Tel: +33 3 88 36 0434

E-mail: cscholly@automobileclub.org

Country: Iceland
Tel: +354 588 91 00 Fax: +354 567 6158

E-mail: olafurkr@centrum.is

Country: Croatia
E-mail: arc@hak.hr
Tel: + 3851 66 11216

E-mail: vojvodic@hak.hr
Tel: + 385166 11 942 Gsm: +386 99 21 18 008

Country: Sweden

E-mail: niklas.fredriksson@motormannen.se
Tel: +46 8 690 38 33 Fax: +46 8 690 38 24
Country: Norway

E-mail: eqil.otter@naf.no
Mobile Tel: +47 918 08 505 Office Tel: ++47 22 34 14 00

Country: Austria

E-mail: willy.matzke@oeamtc.at
Tel: +43 1711991310 Fax: +43 171199 1270

Country: Spain

E-mail: jm.miret@racc.es
Tel: + 34 93 495 5029 Fax: +34 93 448 2490
Country: Spain

E-mail: antonio lucas@race.es

Tel: +34 91594 7562 Fax: +34915947319
Country: Belgium

E-mail: danny.smagghe@touring.be

Tel: +322 23324 78/ Fax: +32 2233 25 86

Country: Switzerland

E-mail: jthevenaz@tcs.ch
Tel: +41 22 4172380 fax +41 31 380 1146



